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SECRET TAIPEI 6288 

JOINT STATE/ DAO MESSAGE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MMOL, TW 

SUBJECT: REPORTED CAF DEVELOPMENT OF IMPROVED 
SIDEWINDER MISSILE 

REF: STATE 2241 10 

1. EMBASSY BELIEVES "PRODUCTION OF AN IMPROVED MODEL 
OF THE SIDEWINDER" REFERRED TO IN THE CHINA NEWS ARTICLE 

15 ACTUALLY A PROGRAM TO CONVERT THE AIM 9B TO AIM 9J. 
THE "ELECTRONIC ORDNANCE FACTORY" IS NO DOUBT THE 
CAF 1ST AIR MATERIAL FACILITY (AMA) AT PING TUNG AIR 
BASE. 

2. GROC HAS PURCHASED CONVERSION KITS, TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE AND FIELD TEST EQUIPMENT FROM PHILCO FORD 
TO CARRY OUT THE PROGRAM. INITIAL CONVERSION OF 

AIM 9B TO AIM 9E WAS STARTED IN OCTOBER 1973. 

CONVERSION OF AIM 9B TO AIM 9J WAS SCHEDULED TO START 
IN AUGUST OF 1975 AND THIS PRESUMABLY PROMPTED 
ARTICLE IN CHINA NEWS. 

3. WE DO NOT CONSIDER THIS PROGRAM AN INDIGENOUS 
EFFORT. IF FURTHER INFORMATION IS DEVELOPED WE WILL 
INFORM DEPARTMENT. UNGER 
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